Criteria for Evaluating Literature Featuring the Diversity of Today’s Children 

A free download from www.PositivelyAutism.com
Instructions: rate each book on a scale of zero to five, five meaning that the book meets the standard completely, zero meaning that the book does not meet the standard in any way. Choose “NA” if the situation does not apply to the book.

Name of Book: 
______________________________________________________________

Illustrations and text are free of stereotypes, such as portraying children with disability labels as “needy” and “incapable.”


/___/___/___/___/___/___/

/___/


  0
 1
2   3   4   5


 NA
Illustrations and text show diverse children as unique individuals with distinctive features and valued abilities/characteristics. 


/___/___/___/___/___/___/

/___/


  0
 1
2   3   4   5


 NA
Illustrations and text show diverse children in action and leadership positions, not simply observers or in subservient positions.


/___/___/___/___/___/___/

/___/


  0
 1
2   3   4   5


 NA
To receive acceptance from peers, diverse children should not need to confirm to “norms” or loose their cultural characteristics. 


/___/___/___/___/___/___/

/___/


  0
 1
2   3   4   5


 NA
The book promotes a sense of empathy/understanding and not pity for children with disability labels. 


/___/___/___/___/___/___/

/___/


  0
 1
2   3   4   5


 NA
The book emphasizes individual strengths/abilities, not only challenges and differences.


/___/___/___/___/___/___/

/___/


  0
 1
2   3   4   5


 NA
The text does not include loaded words (words with offensive overtones). Examples include offensive terms such as, “slow,” “retarded,” “lazy,” “backwards,” “cripple,” “handicapped,” and sometimes “special.” 


/___/___/___/___/___/___/

/___/


  0
 1
2   3   4   5


 NA
The text uses “People-First Language” when referring to disability labels. For example, “student with autism,” instead of “autistic student.” This emphasizes the importance of the child, rather than the label.

/___/___/___/___/___/___/

/___/


  0
 1
2   3   4   5


 NA
The information in the book is accurate and developmentally appropriate for the target age group.


/___/___/___/___/___/___/

/___/


  0
 1
2   3   4   5


 NA
The author and illustrator biographical material indicate a degree of direct experience with the diversity group represented. 


/___/___/___/___/___/___/

/___/


  0
 1
2   3   4   5


 NA
Sources: 

· Guide For Reviewing Children's Literature That Include People with Disabilities: http://www.circleofinclusion.org/english/books/


· Criteria for Evaluating Multicultural Materials: http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/issues/content/cntareas/reading/li4lk26.htm
