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Astronomy Thematic Unit Ideas
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Math
How Long is a Light Year? http://www.pbs.org/teachers/mathline/concepts/space2/activity1.shtm
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Art

Artist Study: Vincent Van Gogh
Paintings: (1) Starry Night, (2) Starry Night over the Rhone, (3) The Café Terrace on the Place du Forum, Arles, at Night
- Use a Venn diagram to compare and contrast the different paintings.
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Poetry

“When I Heard the Learn’d Astronomer” - Words by Walt Whitman; Pictures by Loren Long (check your library; mine had a copy of this beautifully illustrated book!)
Fireflies in the Garden

By Robert Frost

Here come real stars to fill the upper skies, 

And here on earth come emulating flies, 

That though they never equal stars in size, 

(And they were never really stars at heart) 

Achieve at times a very star-like start. 

Only, of course, they can't sustain the part.
For this poem, I like to show students the poem, but not the title, and let them come up with a title and possibly draw a picture describing what they think the poem is about.

Robert Frost, “Fireflies in the Garden” from The Poetry of Robert Frost, edited by Edward Connery Lathem. Copyright 1928, 1969 by Henry Holt and Company, Inc., renewed © 1956 by Robert Frost.

Source: The Random House Book of Poetry for Children (1983).
Another Poetry Option: “The Star” by Ann and Jane Taylor

http://www.firstscience.com/SITE/poems/taylor.asp
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Science/Ability Awareness
Biography of Stephen Hawking
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Music

“Solar System Wisdom” – CD: Ron Clark’s Essential Raps
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For more lesson plans and free resources, visit www.PositivelyAutism.com
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